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shall California be annexed? All here take it for
granted that such will be the case. I do not think
California will ever be much of an agricultural country
or rich in any other way, but it will be useful to our
ships in the Pacific, supplying them with safe harbors
for repair, for water and provisions. Under the old
Mexican rule the charges and impositions on ships and
cargoes were so heavy that few came. Now, however,
we already see a change. Both San Francisco and
Monterey bays are quite filled with ships. Still, clothing
and stores of all kinds, save beef, are exceedingly
dear. . ..."

" SONOMA, California, July 11, 1847.

"I arrived here last night with a party of seamen, to
arrest a citizen who is kind of rebellious and needs a
little military law. I shall take him tonight, by force,
down the bay of San Francisco to the XL S, Ship
Columbus.1

"By a mere accident I met here a Mr. Norris, clerk
or secretary to Commodore Stockton, whose camp is
fifteen miles from here and who starts this evening for
the United States sure. The Commodore is half crazy
and has been buying a ranche, and doing other Cali-
fornia acts of foolishness, and winds up by his land
cruise home. He has a fine set of horses and hopes to
get home in September. I continue well, as you may
infer by my riding about so, but I will have to send you

1 The capture of Nash, resisting his removal as Alcalde of
Sonoma, by General Kearny, is described fully in the Memoirs,
I, 58-65.unts from home represent peace
